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Byron-Bergen’s McInally

hopes third time’s a charm

Six others also looking to win state crowns

By Chris Metcalf
For The Daily Maws

BERGEN — When Mike Mclnally was
back in eighth grade, he was just happy
being a part of a team.

He's still that way.

But now the Byron-Bergen senior has a
lot more on his plate than five years ago.

Mclnally will be making his third trip to
the New York State Public High School
Athletic Association Wrestling Champi-
onships starting today and ranning through
Saturday night at the Nassau Coliseum on
Long Island.

Mclnally will be one of seven area
wrestlers competing for state crowns.

Attica senior Jamie Carpenter (96
pounds), Warsaw freshman Ian Paddock
(103), Pembroke junior Sam Domthong-
mivanh (125}, Attica senior Dylan Rusini-
ak (130), Warsaw junior Paul Paddock
(160) and Caledonia-Mumford junior Nate
Schiedel (171) will also be seeking the top
of the wrestling podium.

Last vear, lan and Paul Paddock each
won state titles while Rusiniak was third.

Mclnally — who has compiled more
than 150 career wins, second in school his-
tory behind Sam Herman — has finished
second at the state tournament two straight
years. He lost by technical fall to Bain-
bridge’s Tyler Mumbulo {Section 4) in

2004 and dropped an 8-1 decision to for-
mer Holley standout Anwar Goeres of

—Phoenix (Section 3) in last year's tourna-

ment.

Both losses came in the state finals.

As a sophomore, Mclnally wrestled at
112 pounds, while last year he was at 119
pounds, the same weight class he has post-
ed a perfect 39-0 record at this year.

“Last year was tough because I had beat-
en him (Goeres) three times before,” Me-
Inally said. "1 really thought I would beat
him again, But I have moved forward. This
is my final season, so it’s now or never.”

Mclnally’s career got off to a fast start.

During his eighth-grade scason, Mclnai-
ly wrestled on the Byron-Bergen junior
varsity team for most of the season, includ-
ing the JV county tournament, which he
Won, '

Bees coach Mike Jeffords ended up
entering McInally in the varsity sectional
tournament in the 103-pound division,

Although Mclnally was unseeded, he
ended up winning the title, beating the top
three seeds on his way (o the first of five
sectional championships.

“1 will never forget that first sectional
title,” Mclnally said. “It was the best of all
five of them. It was awesome. Here T was
just an eighth-grader and I beat a senior
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(Mynclerse's Adam bontag) in
the fimals. All that | remember
after | won was jumping into
Coach Jeffords’ arms, It was a
apecial moment.”

That sames year Mclnally
made it all the way o the
SuperSectional finals, where
he Iost his ticle match o
Corandaiguss Eyle Ingraham,

Thua year Melnally wom the
SuperSeciional title, beating
Pembiroke's Jeff Hathaway 10-
1.

Unfortunatedy far Mclnally,
his twin brather Seeve Lost his
bid to make lhe state towma-
miznt when he Lost a narcow 7-
5 decision o Domthongmi-
varh in the finals.

“I was happy to win, but [
was looking foward to my
brother winning,” Mike Me-
Inally saisl 1 teally wanted
birm o ariake 1. He didn’t wres-
fle his bes macch. [ have to pud
thist Behind mee now and meonve
forward. 11 would hove been
grear o make the trip fogethes,
but ke will be right there lo
mul?'

This could e the year for
Eyron-Bargen’s ferst-cver indi-
widual state twile.

“Twa wears ago, our girls
wirlleyball team became the
fRrsf tesam to win & stale tille, 20
if T cam win it this year I coald
be the first individoal one”
Mclnally said. “That woald be
reql 2al.”

hthLmllj far the task
ahead?

“IF 1 am wrestling like T
know I can, then 1 like my
chances a Lot he said. T need

to stay focused ond get right |
after it [ have contirued 10
work hard this year and every
year [ have gotten o ke bit |
bester, It all comes daown 0 tus
OOE yeur,” :

hicInally’s rocl 10 the finals
will be a Familiar one as he i2
expected o meet anbeaten |
Ernk Johanzon (50-00 of
Schulerville (Section 2) in Sat-
urday s semifinal round, Last
yvear, Mclnally beag Johanson |
16-8 in the semifinals.

Mclmally will foce Jlorge
Musiz (16-100 of PSAL in his
first-round bout today  amd
should  tangle  with  Fod
Jamshedian (24-2) of Laocus
Valley in the quarterbinals
tomight, =

BMcInally has enpoved the
team camarderie te past five
venrs and would like noching
mre tham 10 bring a state fitle
back 10 Byron-Berpen, espe-
cially for Jeffords.

“Coach Jeffords s an awe- |
soine coach, He has been nght |
there for me since fifth grade,”
Mclisally said. “Coach wall be |
bsappy no matter what T place,
as long as [ wrestle hard and
give it all I have. That's all be
ever asks of me”

As for wrestling in his fina] |
tournament, Melnally  thor-
oughly enpved the ride.

I abscrlulely bove: |
wrestling,” e gawd. T love |
competing with all the gays on
the team. Whea [ am oat these |
competiog i the State toarma- |
ment, every cng of my team-
mates will be with me in spirit. |
Without my teammates, none
of this would be possible”
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