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"Our very deepest sympathy to the Forrest family. So very..." 
- Ann Lorenzini Bellanca
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OLEAN - John Edward Forrest of Genesee Street passed away Friday (May 12, 2017) at his home, surrounded by his family, after a courageous battle with cancer.
Born May 22,1962 in Olean, he was a son of Edward F. and Dorothy A. Johnston Forrest. On Aug. 17, 1985, in Allegany, he married Danae McIntosh, who survives. 
John was a graduate of Olean High School, class of 1980, and Glenville State College. 
Early on, he was a golf professional and recently a salesman with WPIG.
John was a gifted athlete and teacher with a charismatic, friendly personality. He was well-known and loved by many in the greater Olean area. 
He grew up golfing, earning a full scholarship to Glenville State College in West Virginia. He was an NAIA champion and All American and a PGA professional for several years. Once he regained amateur status, he won hundreds of regional golf tournaments over the years, including the SWNY-NWPA Men's Amateur.
He loved being the director of the Penn-York Junior Golf League helping young golfers excel in golf and character. John was a gifted sports writer and composed weekly Penn-York golf articles that many in the community looked forward to.
He was very generous with his extensive golfing knowledge, giving lessons, tips and advice whenever asked. He was also a champion dart player. He could excel at whatever he decided to do, researching and disciplining himself to hone the skills needed to be not only good, but the best.
He was also very funny, a great storyteller, a gifted mimic and was always ready with a quip or story. He was just plain fun to be with. He enjoyed a wide range of activities and could fit in any social situation. He was a golfer, fisherman, outdoor enthusiast, storyteller, chef and whatever else he wanted to be.
Through everything, he always remained a devoted father. He was always cooking up wonderful meals and family adventures. Football season always involved trying out new chicken wing recipes for the family and watching the Bills.
He was also a devoted friend, always willing to help.
In addition to his wife, Danae, he is survived by his father, Edward of Olean; and his four children, McKenzie Forrest, John Forrest, Madison Forrest and Quinn Forrest; his sisters, Mary Eileen (Joseph) Mendola of Kingman, Ariz., and Karen Elizabeth (Bradley) Bassano of Lancaster; a brother, William Jeffery Forrest of Erie, Pa., and several nieces and nephews. 
He was predeceased by his mother Dorothy in 2006; and a brother, Kevin Richard Forrest in 2009.
Family will receive friends from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday at the Guenther Funeral Home, Inc., 1303 East State St., Olean. Funeral services will be held Wednesday (May 17, 2017) beginning with a prayer service in the funeral home at 1:30 p.m. followed by a Mass of Christian burial at 2 p.m. in the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels. The Rev. David Tourville will be celebrant. Burial will be in St. Bonaventure Cemetery, Allegany. A Scripture wake service will be held in the funeral home Tuesday evening at 8:30 p.m. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Penn York Junior Golf League c/o Kyle Henzel 206 N. Fifth St., Olean, NY 14760; or to Bona Responds at St. Bonaventure University, St. Bonaventure, NY 14778. - See more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/oleantimesherald/obituary.aspx?n=john-edward-forrest&pid=185389445&#undefined.gbpl

