Bruce Meyers ‘76
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My brother Reinhart wrestled at Walsh & graduated in 72; I used to love to go to the matches and fell in love with wrestling. I was kinda scrappy and wiry---it was a natural thing for me. I think Mr. Foster might have pegged me and Dave Crean in gym class. 

From the very beginning of the program, the varsity teams went from near winless and being the worst in the area, to undefeated and being the best team in the state. Where were you in that process? 

My freshmen year, we were a winning team, we had a lot of hope we’d improve, things were looking up. Mr. Foster was the sun and the moon and the stars and if he said we were going to be champions, we were going to be champions. Yeah we talked about it, by the time we were seniors we were just going to dominate. [Bruce remembers a personal turning point for him was in a scrimmage with Ridgeway where he was able to beat a guy that had beaten Dave Crean badly] 

By the time you graduated, we had won 6 tournaments in a row, going back to the Franklinville tournament your junior year, did you know that? 

Yes, I would say so; we just smoked everybody, a really outstanding team…it was just fun being part of it. 

The 75-76 team was the first incarnation of the teams that went from being locally good, to being recognized as state wide good. The team finished ranked 8th in the state. Were you aware of that? Can you speak to what made the difference between your junior and senior years in terms of the team? 

Yes, almost the same wrestlers matured for another year, a lot of expectations, this is really going to be a good year…

Best memory? 

End of senior yr, the team was 15-0 in duals, I had gone to state meet, the team was ranked in the state, MVP of the team---really cool. [I suggested “heady” and Bruce liked that description. [one thing I remember about Bruce was these great rivalries, back and forth and close matches with Jon Swan from Southwestern, Greg Wefing from MG and John Ognibene from Falconer] 

[image: C:\Users\COMPAQ\Desktop\img846 - Copy (2).jpg]For the Salamanca Tour your Jr. year, you’re not seeded, but you win the tour, and the MOW by beating the first three seeds. You were 3rd the year before, how do you not get seeded? What was more important, winning the tournament, getting the MOW, or beating the first 3 seeds? 

I was shocked and asked Mr. Foster, my record wasn’t all that good because of some losses.  Mr. Foster said “you’re going to have to beat ‘em anyways.” The glorious part was getting the MOW and beating [Keith] Stearns. It never occurred to me. I remember Stearns standing up at the beginning of the announcement and everyone looking at him and then he had to sit back down! [This tournament victory was one of the accomplishments of which Bruce was particularly proud and he also went on to tell how afterwards in the locker room, he was alone when a whole bunch of Pioneer guys walked in, conjuring up images…of what…them grabbing him and saying “okay Meyers, hand over that trophy or we’ll have to rough ya up.”] 


You were the 2nd seed going into sectionals and beat the #1 seed, two-time returning champion and previous years MOW, Chuck Kotarski from Cheektowaga. He had beaten Dan Shembeda in the finals two years earlier. Did you know all that? 

Shembeda was in the audience, he was mad I beat him! 

Any particular individual bouts stand out in memory? 

The 10-4 come from behind [against Greg White, a sectional champion from SW; Bruce won 14-10]. Coach Foster said to me, “good job, but you had no business being down 6 points to start with!” [Bruce fondly remembers the write-up because it caused him to what “unheralded” meant. It’s worth mentioning, the final team score was 27-25 Olean, so Bruce’s win here was crucial] 

Do any particular team matches stand out in memory? 

Olean/Portville at Bonaventure, it was grandiose, the big gym, well attended. It mattered a lot that it was Portville…it was surreal, Mr. Foster and Klucik were like twins. [they] got into a shouting match…[Bruce remembers one particular dual at Portville, which he called “a heck of a rivalry” where the visiting teams’ locker room was overly hot and Mr. Foster saying] “He did this on purpose! Klucik’s bag of tricks!” 

How do you want to be remembered? 

As a Christian---[I can add something here, because of Bruce’s competitiveness, and his success he was challenged to put away] “self glory” and be instruct-able, a team player, and an “improver.”  

That’s a nice segue to this: if you had the chance to go back and do it all over again, what would you do differently? 

Try to be less about me, and more helping the younger kids…it bothers me I never went back after I graduated, would have been a right thing to do. Leadership is something lacking a little in me…more well rounded as a wrestler and a person---doing something for the cheerleaders, being more encouraging to the other guys… Wrestling was so big it eclipsed a sort of well roundness we might have otherwise gotten.  

Three things you loved: 

The camaraderie and the relationships; the individual and team recognition that came with being successful; the development of an ethic that came from the hard work leading to progress and achievement. 

Pranks? 

I played a prank on Mr. Foster---I borrowed Don Martin’s cast [he had a broken wrist] senior year and went into his office by the gym. He sees the cast and I said “I got good news and bad news. I broke my wrist, but I can still wrestle” [Bruce assumes a wrestling position] and Mr. Foster says “absolutely not!” and Bruce replied “alright, I’ll have to take it off…”

Why did you do it? What was your “reason” why that allowed you to endure the challenges and trials of the sport? 

Mr. Foster used to say, “nothing that is worth anything ever comes easy, and you have all your life to work, play sports while you are in school. The things you learn here will serve you for the rest of your life.” That’s why I stayed. 

Was it worth it? Yes, my wrestling career is big part of my identity. Mr. Foster inculcated a way of being in us that influences the way I am still…


image2.jpeg




image1.jpeg




