Richie Morton ‘75
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Kirk and Danny were football friends and they wanted me to come out and kept inviting me. I was going out for basketball but my schoolwork wasn’t getting done and my father wouldn’t let me play. I ended up joining halfway through the season [sophomore year]. We didn’t have wrestling at St. Mary’s so it was my first real time with it. 

What kept you coming back year after year? Because I liked it, I was a competitor and the influence of my peers. We wrestled at the [Anderson] barn a lot and some summer tournaments. My improvement came from wrestling Kirk; I wrestled Kirk all the time. It was torture! [This was an especially good question for Richie because his first year was very rough]

Did your hs career lead you to anything in general? Or in particular in the sport? When did you stop being involved in the sport? 

I wrestled in college, and went on to coach the sport. Never, I am still involved today…
 
Say a few words about any of your teammates, your workout partners and your friendships. Anyone you looked up to? Took under your wing/looked after? Had a love/hate relationship with? 

Mostly with Kirk; he’s one of the reasons I got better. I looked up to Kirk, he was someone to emulate, the success and knowledge, I needed to learn from him. A gap was created when Kirk graduated. [Richie felt like he stepped into a leadership position afterwards and was team captain as a senior; concerning that, Richie said…] In that role you have expectations of self and everyone around you… Doug Van Brunt would bait me with bar arms! [I trust many of us can remember Doug being in double bar arms and sitting up on the guy!] Hung out with Shembeda; we rode motorcycles. Dan busted Pete Cosens’ nose and after Mr. Cosens had asked him to be gentle, Danny cross-faced and broke his nose again. Danny’s dad in the stands yelling, “Squeeze ’em Danny!” 

Any particular individual bouts (yours or others?) stand out in memory? 

Wellsville match my junior yr I took a knee to the chin and got a chipped tooth I still have. The 8 sec pin---the guy had goofy looking socks, I started laughing and the coaches told me “don’t judge a book by its cover” and afterwards it was “told ya so!”

How about tournaments? 

I won the Franklinville Tour and there was a sense of accomplishment, but I knew it was a small pond thing. I was sectional champ and it was a highlight to win that. [Richie remembers the kid grabbing his fingers] 

A few of the family have left us, and I’d like to give them a bit more attention. Can you say a few things about: 

Dan Shembeda: Danny was a good friend, all through high school, and into college. The news of his death was devastating, as tough as he was, it was hard to fathom. He was physical all the time, loved to lift, trained hard, always ready. He was a role model; I wanted to be like him. 

Mrs. Myers: Awesome, wonderful lady, inside and out, all the tournaments and matches, the cookies the family atmosphere, the support she gave. She was a big part of the program, a tragic loss for him. 
In retrospect, do you have any accomplishment you are particularly proud of? 

The sectional title and being able to compete in the Section VI meet, but more so, the valuable lessons I learned and the foundations that were created in my life. I was proud of having been a part of the program. 

Best memory? 

My 9 second pin, should be 8 seconds! [Richie was remembering his pin as 8 seconds but the OTH lists it as 9.]

Talk a little about pre-match thoughts and emotions? 

Always huge mentally, a lot of nerves and I took it serious. I was always trying to get mentally ready & if anyone was screwing around I‘d get angry. [I certainly remember how pumped up he used to be before matches!] 

Three things you hated [I don’t know who had problems to counting to three here, me or Richie]:
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Cutting weight [drag the corner to enlarge; soda pop and is that ice cream? must have been football season!] and boiler room workouts. 

Three things you loved: Loved the competition, the camaraderie, and the success of the program. 

Say some things about Mr. Foster? 

For the structure, how well organized--the success of the program was because of his dedication, from wanting to be the best we could be and knowing how to develop young athletes. 

Mr. Myers?

More so than with Mr. Foster, he brought all the essential technical parts. He was a technician to teach effectively. In essence, the chemistry was perfect, they blended together to meet the needs of the program to move it forward.

How do you want to be remembered? 

Motivated, for leadership, for being dedicated and disciplined---the qualities that make you successful, not only in athletics but in life. 

Do you remember your last varsity match? 

Yes, Keith Stearns. [The 1975 Section VI meet.] I was pinned prematurely! [Mary Ellen Ash had a mat side seat & corroborates the story! Richie also told me this: Years later when I was coaching at the tournament, Mr. Myers came up, stood alongside & started rubbing my back. This went on for awhile before I finally asked “what are you doing?” He pointed to the corner of the mat where Stearns had pinned me & wondered if my back might still be sore after all these years! I chased him across the gym! Richie also reminisced with Mr. Myers about how he and Mr. Foster were talking before the match as to whether or not Stearns was going to pin him. Mr. Myers replied “oh we weren’t wondering if he was going to pin you, we were talking about when it would be!”  

I trust I missed something, is there something you want to add? I hope the biggest thing they [our coaches] have is a sense of pride in knowing the number of lives that have been touched. And for any coach, that’s the best reward…
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