

Tom Morton ‘77
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I started 10th grade---following Richie’s lead and his encouragement. 

Richie was team captain---being brothers, what was it like being on the team together? 

Looked up to him as a leader, his accomplishments and the competitiveness of still being brothers, rivalry, always trying to beat each other but we very seldom wrestled. 

What kept you coming back year after year? 

Mr. Foster, the direction he had, he made you want to be a winner. He had high expectations and you wanted to live up to them---he could extract things from you. He could see your potential and get the best out of you. 

Did your HS career lead you to anything in general? Or in particular in the sport?  

No, but the discipline transfers to all sorts of other things. 

Wrestling arguably is one of the most challenging sports and it involved some suffering. Why did you do it? what was your “reason” why that allowed you to endure the challenges and trials of the sport? 

Initially because the camaraderie and friends, my brother, the competitiveness of it, and we were very successful. The more success we had, the more we wanted to win, that drive was instilled into us by our coaches, the atmosphere they were able to create. 

Was it worth it?  

Absolutely, it was rewarding, you learned discipline, and with that discipline success came which carried into all aspects of your life. 

If wrestling is the best sport, what makes it so? 

The individuality of it---it’s what you hold dear to your heart…you can win if you put forth the effort. 

Say a few words about any of your teammates, your workout partners and your friendships. Anyone you looked up to? Took under your wing/looked after? Had a love/hate relationship with? 

Dave Simon and I are lifelong friends…Dave was a very interesting individual in his approach, he would buddy up with his opponents and try to play with their heads---“you look really strong, holy cow you’re really strong, you’re really big, man look at your arms!” Dave would always get the better of me…Chris was another reason I wrestled. I’ll take care of a call to…wrestling enhanced friendship. 

Both of your years on varsity, Dave went to the state meet. Do you feel like you are a part of Dave’s success? 

I was another victim! [I joked about Tom being distressed by Dave’s prowess]…yeah a little bit. But I stayed on after practice to get more wrestling in with him. 

Do any particular (team) matches stand out in memory? 
Portville was always the rivalry…but I remember a rivalry with Pioneer and our scrimmaging with them. 

How about tournaments? 

Salamanca because I won. Sweet Home because of the competition. Just the success of some of my teammates---Clar, Dave, Bruce…

You were 2nd seed going into Salamanca tour. You won the tournament and you beat the first seed in the finals, do you remember thinking anything about that? 

Big kid from Xavier, it was intimidating, you had the big city guy vs little city guy, David and Goliath. 

Any particular individual bouts (yours or others?) stand out in memory? 

All the bouts I lost [I should have quizzed Tom on this!] 

I watched Chris all the time and remember his matches with Tingue. I remember a match with a guy named Joe Carruba—the reason I remember is because when I would watch Sabres or Bills’ games there would be commercials for “Carruba Collision.” 

I lasted through the first period with Dave Nease. [When I mentioned Nease to Tom later he smiled, nodded his head and said “yes” as if he understood what I was getting at.]  It was like wrestling the local Apollo, I lasted the first period, got pinned in second period. I had the option of wrestling Dave Nease or not; Mr. Foster told me I didn’t have to wrestle him but I wanted to and said “yeah I’ll wrestle him” [The newspaper account differs from Tom’s memory and it’s always a question of the newspaper getting it wrong, or our remembering things differently]
Dave Nease in the quarter finals at the Section 6 meet! So he beat you twice--did you want him to do well at the state meet? I wanted him to get his ass kicked because he was full of himself.

Bullet Bretzin from Portville… You pinned Brad Bretzin---he ended up 2nd in the section 6 meet, losing to the guy who had beaten you in the semi’s…was there any sort of sweet revenge in this after losing twice to Nease the year before?  Yeah I think, I had gotten better…and the extra gratification for beating a Portville guy. 

A few of the family have left us; can you say a few things about: 

Kevin Forrest: competitive to say the least, king of the takedown, take down let him up.

Dan Shembeda: Good ol’ Dan…friends from grade school days. 

In retrospect, do you have any accomplishment you are particularly proud of?

Yeah that I was a participant in a great program. With a lot of great dedicated people that made it a life lasting experience. 
Best memory? 

Just the overall achievement of the program, proud to be a part of the team. 

You had a terrific record, 24-2 going into the sectionals---but there were so many other good guys on the team getting more attention---Kevin, Dave, Chris, and Clar—do you remember feeling “left out” of the coverage? Or perhaps not being given your due by the Times Herald? 

Not at all---those guys deserved it, a helluva lot better wrestler than I would ever be. 

Do you remember going to the section 6 meet thinking you had a chance of making it to the state meet? 

Absolutely…I competed at a level such that I had a good shot of beating the guys who were in there. I worked hard all season, Foster instilled confidence…

Random memories? Hi-jinks? Pranks? Best story? 

Mr Foster slamming Dave with the door. I was in the room…I might have answered the door even. Banged him in the head---knocked him against the wall. Don’t remember the verbal exchange, but, it wasn’t positive for Dave…[For those of you who don’t know this story---it involves some reasonable directives from Mr. Foster, and Dave giving some unreasonable physical response behind a door not realizing his reflection could be seen in the mirror]

Staying overnight and going out for meals---the booster club support. 

Losing weight---tell me all about it. As a part of this question, tell me some about food today. Any lingering effects from high school weight loss as concerns food/eating today?  

My junior year sometimes I had to eat to make minimum wt---eating a half sub while guys were running in place with rubber suits on in the back of the bus…frothing at the mouth at me!

Say what comes to mind when I say: 

Rotation groups: Being taken down by Clar… [To put this in perspective, Tom was the team’s heavyweight and Clar was the 91lber---you’ll have to ask Tom how this occurred!]
 
Bus trips: the music; I remember Sweet-- Fox on the Run, Ballroom Blitz. I used to bring my stereo to pump us up on the bus. Charter buses…

Portville: the St. Bonaventure, big thing 

Officials: can see the guys face…Norm Thomas!

Eisenhower: they were the team to beat in Pennsylvania 

Pioneer: how do I want to say this, not a grudge, they were the equivalent of us, we strove to beat them, the competition to rise to because they had a good program. Your junior year at Salamanca, it was the first year Olean beat Pioneer there, do you remember that? I do remember that…I remember watching the point standings. It was awesome, to beat Pioneer was a benchmark for us. 

Any injuries worth mentioning? Did you have to wrestle through anything? Anything permanent? 

Senior yr, the transition from football to wrestling, first day of practice, I was wrestling with Mr. Foster and he was pretty physical, he threw me, separated my shoulder and they had to take me off in an ambulance, missed 2-3 weeks, had a limited range of motion and some weakness all season long. It still bothers me a bit today…but I remember wrestling with him near the end and I cracked his sternum… [Tom says without the least bit of sentiment of “payback” or was there?]

Can you put high school wrestling days in perspective of your whole life? 

I can say the things I learned, the determination and drive we practiced and instilled, the camaraderie, a lasting, lifelong memory, all good memories. Haven’t dwelled much on the past---I’ve certainly gone to bigger and better things. 

If you had the chance to go back and do it all over again, what would you do differently?

Worked harder to have greater success, being more focused, a stronger drive to achieve at a higher level. I had an overtime loss at Sweet Home; I’d gotten called for stalling and Mr. Foster said, “You’re never going to run out of gas again” and he had me running extra laps all next week. 

Given how close you were to making the state meet [loss in the semi-finals], do you wonder what might have been the case had you started your career earlier? Or if you still had one more year to go? 

Extremely disappointed that I lost.  I wish I had started earlier...hanging around the Andersons, always grabbing each other. It was Chris’ fault he didn’t influence me to come out for the team! 

Thoughts on high school wrestling when it was over? 

I was dejected when I lost…disappointed. But then no more laps… 

Three things you hated: 

Gosh I don’t know,  I can’t come up with three things. I hated doing laps but I understood it. Didn’t like in college either. Didn’t have to lose weight so I didn’t have that to hate. 

Three things you loved: 

Winning, the camaraderie of my teammates, loved going away to tournaments and staying overnight (growing up with 7 kids, we didn’t get to do that, it was a treat). 

How do you want to be remembered? 

As a productive and proud member of the team, a part of the team---it was an honor to be a part of team. 


Say some things about: 

Mr. Foster: I admired him, respected, just a confident individual, with that confidence he exudes, he instilled that in you as well. He would drive you so hard you’d be mad at him but then still come back. 

Mr. Myers:  gentle, intermediary--he had the ability to get the best out of you without being a tough guy; I respected him as much as Mr. Foster. 

What would you like to tell and or ask Mr. Foster and Mr. Myers? Thank you, thank you for teaching me more than just how to wrestle---for the great memories I had, for making those years of my life very memorable. 

And a bonus photo to remember Tom (and some others) by: 
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