Bruce Taylor ‘80
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I started in 7th grade, Andy influenced me. It was something I could be good at. 

[Later when I asked Bruce to compare his junior and senior years, the former probably being better, he said that “Andy’s graduating hurt a little.”] 

What kept you coming back year after year?

I enjoyed it; I liked what it did to me physically, liked the coaches and my teammates… great time. I found trouble anyways but being on the wrestling team kept it from being worse. I enjoyed the challenge, the reward of winning; it was brutal at times but you’re the better for it. 

Bruce remembers his first match-up with Clar in junior high. 

 He destroyed me…and then John Forrest cleaned my clock--I didn’t know if I wanted to stay on the team. I thought about quitting, but just kept coming back. When I started getting better, it become a lot more fun. After a while, I was able to beat most everyone. A lot of fun, a great time, wrestling made my life/my high school years for me.  

Hi-jinks?

In junior high sometimes Larry, Jim Yurick and I would to go into the locker room during the match and eat the varsity’s food—I remember Doritos and M&M’s! [It’s fun to consider what would have happened if say, Tom Morton or Ray Pikulski caught them. Ironically, I remember Bruce telling me during our varsity years that he caught a local policeman, who used to work our home meets as security, in the locker room eating our food!]

Losing weight---tell me all about it. As a part of this question, tell me some about food today. Any lingering effects from high school weight loss as concerns food/eating today?  

Weight loss was a killer---it was very, very difficult. I would go out jogging, dressed in sweats, with a snow shovel, find a pile and started shoveling. My junior year I weighed 115 and wrestled 98. My senior year I weighed 135 and went 112.  I have an appreciation now for eating. [Going to tournaments and going out to eat were two of Bruce’s “three things I loved”] At the time I dreamed about food---and milk or water couldn’t be cold enough. Andy and I had to have lots of ice in the water all the time and one time our dad got so mad at us he said “it’s cold enough!” and he threw the ice tray out into the back yard. 

Bruce won the sectionals his sophomore year at 91 with a 9-4 victory over a Dunkirk kid who had been seeded 1st. I asked him about that and his answer is appropriately humble:

Oh it was nice to win and I had some pride at being sectional champ but we were amongst such a great bunch of wrestlers, it was no big deal. [There were 35 other tournament champions on the team throughout the season] 

Any particular individual bouts stand out in memory?

I pinned Chick Yachetta in the finals of the Southern Tier Tournament and afterwards some Falconer guys told me he hadn’t been pinned ever before.  

Do you have any accomplishment you are particularly proud of?
Winning the most improved wrestler award 10th to 11th grade. [Bruce went from 12-11 to 22-10, finished 2nd at Baldwinsville, 3rd at Canandaigua, 4th at Salamanca, won the Conference tournament, and finished 4th in the Section 6 meet] 

Can you put high school wrestling days in perspective of your whole life?

I was so immature back then, not dedicated, nothing worthy of a “glory days” experience. I’ll never forget it though. It was a big, big part of high school years. 

If you had the chance to go back and do it all over again, what would you do differently?

If we had the minds we had today, we would have given it 100%. We would have been so much better. I was lackadaisical and mediocre at best. Youth is wasted on the young. 

Say some things about Mr. Foster?

He was born to coach and he pulled the best out of people. He hated to lose with a passion.  I had no pleasure in letting him down, though I did. I felt it was an honor to be coached by him.  

Mr. Myers?

[Despite some let downs and disappointments Bruce was still able to say…] We could not have had a better assistant coach. I had a sense of a good relationship with Mr. Myers. [This is a very important thought from Bruce---his senior year he and Pat Schwabenbauer went eating before a bus trip, didn’t make weight and it’s likely the team lost as a result. Mr. Myers was “stunned” and what’s more, sorely tempted to throw them off the team.]  

Thoughts on high school wrestling when it was over?

I was happy that I wrestled and it meant a lot to stick with it. I carry some regrets that last to this day---to have put forth a better effort and I wish I wouldn’t have tried and frustrated others as often as I did. 

Did your high school career lead you to anything in general or in particular in the sport?
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Saved my life in a bar a few times---not that I started anything… 

Bruce had a hard time answering the “how do you want to be remembered” question, but I might have an answer for him. It comes from an essay called “My Favorite Team” Eric Simpson wrote during his (Eric’s) senior year (1978): 

“At 91 lbs. is Bruce Taylor. Bruce might be described as a clown…He is also perhaps the funniest kid on the team…One of his jokes might consist of pretending to put his arm around our coach on the way home from a trip while the coach is unaware of it.” 
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