John Moszak
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The only reason I went out was because everyone said “if you don’t go out we aren’t going to play with you!” Dale, Kirk, Greg Pancio and Capitani. 
What kept you coming back year after year? 

I didn’t come back---did not like the sport. I did it partially to get in shape for track…

Where/when did you practice? 

Normally at the high school but School 7 during vacation. 

From the very beginning of the program, the varsity teams went from near winless and being the worst in the area, to undefeated and being the best team in the state. Where were you in that process? 

I knew we had a bunch of good wrestlers on the team, and they knew we were getting better from the year before.
. 
Say a few words about any of your teammates, your workout partners and your friendships. Anyone you looked up to? 

Tom Raulli (sp?) a UB wrestler and future brother in law used to come to practice. Paul K broke some fingers. Probably Kirk---Kirk would pay kids to come up and wrestle. Yellow convertible---Oldsmobile? Bonnneville? Driving around to tournaments seemed like every weekend. Constantly working, a great work ethic…

Do any particular (team) matches stand out in memory? 

The big one in Portville---they were the best back then. 

A few of the family (so to speak) have left us; can you say a few things about Dan Shembeda: 

He would get madder than a hornet because everyone beat up on him when he was so small---“I’ll get you guys later!”

In retrospect, do you have any accomplishment you are particularly proud of? 

Staying the whole year, I didn’t like the sport. 

Random memories? Hi-jinks? Pranks? Best story? 

Dale made a mustache…everyone else could grow mustaches. [That must be a corollary of Kirk’s “hair doesn’t grow on steel” principle?]

Say some things about Mr. Foster 

He was out on the mat wrestling with us---he was tough as nails, he was a competitor.. 
Say what comes to mind when I say—practice:

Ohhhh at least two hours. Rubber suits and roll them up in the mats!  

Three things you loved: 

The running part and getting in shape. Going to the YMCA with the guys to lose weight because there was so much to do---handball, racquetball, playing basketball. 

How do you want to be remembered?

Part of the gang…a lot of us from East Olean.  

What would you like to tell and or ask Mr. Foster? 

When he was up in Canandaigua a bunch of us were nearby and we should of stopped in to visit. I regret that we didn’t…. 

Best memory?

Last day of practice! 
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